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We are a Network of 
195 UNESCO Global 
Geoparks in 48 
countries worldwide
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Our Potentials as UNESCO Global Geoparks

• Territories with international geological heritage connected to nature, 
landscape & culture regarding protection, conservation & sustainable use

• Interdisciplinary and holistic strategy

• Regional Networks with „bottom up“-approach

• Community participation & cooperation with economy & tourism

• Sustainable regional development & networking 

• Education for sustainable development  

• Experts for our planet Earth for a sustainable future
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Our tasks as UNESCO Global Geoparks

• Guarantee quality and development of  these potentials 
and strategies in the overall context

• Participation in and contributions to the GGN & IGGP 

• Cooperation with other UNESCO Programmes
• inside the Geopark territories and abroad (WHS, MAB, 

Intangible Heritage, ASPNet, UNITWIN - UNESCO 
Chairs…)

• Contributions to common programmes of the United 
Nations   
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2015: The United Nations declare 
the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development

Defined by 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
Our gateway to the future 
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What is the Agenda 2030 about?    

The overall guideline to face the interconnected challenges 
of the Global Change:  

• Biodiversity loss
• Climate change and all effects
• Inequality on all levels
• Waste of our resources
• Ignorance of our the Planetary boundaries

The answer is: Social – Economical – Ecological Sustainability
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Sustainability: 
The « five P »

Planet - protect our natural ressources –
environment, climate

People - end poverty and hunger, ensure
dignity and equality

Prosperity - ensure prosperity in harmony with
nature

Peace - foster peace through equal societies

Partnership - build partnerships to implement
the goalshttps://sdgs.punjab.gov.pk/the-five-ps
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The connection to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals

People: 
Education, well-

being, equality & 

social justice

Prosperity: 
Growth within

the planetary

boundaries

Planet: Preservation

of our natural

resources

Peace and

Partnership: 
Local & international 

cooperation
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How do we UNESCO Global Geoparks contribute to the SDGs
with our individual ongoing activities ?

➢ Programmes of disaster risk reduction – prevent future poverty

➢ Support of local agriculture and farm activity days - support nutrition

➢ Wellness, hiking, sports activities– support health & wellbeing

➢ Nature education, learning experiences, school programmes – support education

➢ Women empowerment, cooperatives, qualification – support gender equality
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➢ Protection of land water ecosystems – protection of clean water

➢ E-mobility, awareness and use of renewable energy – support of clean energy

➢ Local tourism & economy cooperation – support of economic growth

➢ Implementation of trails, digital tools, research – support of innovation and infrastructure

➢ Cooperation with indigenous people, partnerships among countries – reduction of inequalities

➢ We make cities more green, cooperate with WHS – support sustainable areas
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➢ Programmes of regional food & production – support responsible consumption

➢ Awareness of climate change and activities for  climate protection – support climate action

➢ Sustainable fishing, underwater geology, beach cleaning – support life below water 

➢ Tree planting, biodiversity protection, awareness of soil – support of life on land

➢ Our Community participation, regional networking – support of strong institutions

➢ Our international networking and partnerships worldwide – we are partners for the SDGs!

These are just examples of our activities !
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With

➢ our broad variety of tasks, activities and projects

➢ our holistic and interdisciplinary approach

➢ our intense networking

➢ our connection to the people

➢ our educational activities

➢ our overall understanding of Planet Earth

We support the SDGs directly on site, which makes the UNESCO 
Global Geoparks ideal MODEL TERRITORIES for the Agenda 2030 
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As Agenda 2030 Model Territories the UNESCO Global Geoparks

✓ act as interface between the international declaration and on the spot implementation 

✓ support the SDGs with our ongoing activities and projects

✓ create awareness in an understandable manner for everyone

✓ connect international - national - regional - local - individual  level

✓ combine the knowledge of the past with the presence and can contribute to a sustainable future

Our UNESCO Global Geoparks philosophy, our tasks and our efforts 
contribute directly to the PEOPLE, PROSPERITY, PEACE, PARTNERSHIP and our 
PLANET in the frame of the SDGs of the Agenda 2030



The big picture… 
Belonging to a huge “family”…

Dr. Elizabeth Silva
Member of the UNESCO Chair on Geoparks, Regional 
Sustainable Development and Healthy Lifestyles (UTAD)
GGN Sustainable Development Goals Working Group 

elizabethsilva.m@gmail.com

UNESCO Global Geoparks and 
SDGs: Why are they perfect 
places for SDGs implementation? 

mailto:elizabethsilva.m@gmail.com
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The UNESCO Global Geoparks are defined by their holistic approach…

Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN

Each Geopark is a chapter of a “book” 
which tells us stories about Planet
Earth…during its geological time…
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN

However, the knowldege and the activities of the UGGps are developed upon
its definition under the “umbrella” of one “big family”: the United Nations…
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN

UNESCO has main priorities
such as the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals
and the improvement of the
human condition… 
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN

NETWORKS

UNESCO designated sites connect the world and bring out the
best in our shared humanity

UNESCO designated sites connect the world and bring out the best in our 
shared humanity…
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN

A triple crisis that we are facing right now!
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN

An historical moment… the creation of
a new scientific programme after four
decades of existence of UNESCO…
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN
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Working Group on SDGs and Climate Change of GGN

So, directly or indirectely the
UGGps contribute effectively for 
the implementation of the 17 
SDGs of the 2030 Agenda…



UNESCO Global Geoparks and 
the Agenda 2030:  

The SDG Template for UNESCO 
Global Geoparks

Dr. Jutta Weber
GGN Sustainable Development Goals Working Group 

j.weber@geo-naturpark.de
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The SDG Template for UNESCO Global Geoparks

Why do we need the template and how do we document our activities? 

➢ Visibility of SDG activities  

➢ Documentation of SDG contributions (qualitative and quantitative)

➢ Publication of the results 

Do good things and talk about it as a Global Network ! 
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How does the SDG template look like?

Your Geopark name and country

The 17 
SDG 
icons

The main 
SDG  
objectives

Variety of 
optional  
contributions 
by UNESCO 
Global 
Geoparks 

If you are 
active in this 
SDG context, 
insert here 
your activities 
as examples

How often are you active ?

Was it 
possible to
count 
participants? 
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How to use the template

➢ Go through the description                                                    for each SDG and identify in which 

areas you are active

➢ Integrate your activities into the respective space

➢ Estimate how active you are                      and 

➢ Quantify, if possible, the number of participants

It is usual, that you have priorities and do not support each SDG 

How UNESCO Global Geoparks 
contribute to the SDGs

Examples of contributions from 
your UNESCO Global Geopark 
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Examples

You have done an 
educational activity for 
a primary school: 

Describe activity in a few 
words like
“Nature experience for 
primary school”

Regular 
activity? 
Insert 1-3 
smileys“

Insert 
number 
of partici-
pants

e.g. 15
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Examples

You promote regional 
producers and 
regional/seasonal 
food: 

Describe activity in a few 
words like
“Regional cooking and 
presentation of seasonal 
products for 
stakeholders” 

Regular 
activity? 
Insert 1-3 
smileys“

Insert 
number 
of partici-
pants

e.g. 11
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Examples

You have implemented 
a public workshop to 
create awareness for 
climate change and 
resilience:

Describe activity in a few 
words like
“Climate change and 
resilience workshop for 
the public” 

Regular 
activity? 
Insert 1-3 
smileys“

Insert 
number 
of partici-
pants

e.g. 30
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Examples

You implement a tree 
planting workshop for 
biodiversity in the forest:

Describe activity in a few 
words like
“Tree planting workshop 
for biodiversity” 

Regular 
activity? 
Insert 1-3 
smileys“

Insert 
number 
of partici-
pants

e.g. 50
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Examples
You participate in common 
activities of the UNESCO 
Global Geoparks (Conference, 
SDG publication):

Describe activity in a few 
words like
“Contribution to SDG 
publication and 
participation in 
Conference” 

Regular 
activity? 
Insert 1-3 
smileys“

Insert 
number 
of partici-
pants

e.g. 200
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Following this principle, you can connect your activities with the 
respective SDG and describe it briefly in the template and…

➢ Insert your Geopark name and country 

➢ Please send the completed template to 

➢ secretariat@globalgeoparksnetwork.org

➢ Don´t hesitate to ask, if you have questions

mailto:secretariat@globalgeoparksnetwork.org
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➢ Your contributions will be compiled to a comprehensive 
document as important pillar to show

The evidence and power of UNESCO Global Geoparks in 
supporting the Agenda 2030

The impact of UNESCO Global Geoparks  in the context of 
all UNESCO Programmes
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Thank you for your attention !



General information about 
current activities and 
perspectives of the GGN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals Working Group 

Dr. Jutta Weber
GGN Sustainable Development Goals Working Group 

j.weber@geo-naturpark.de
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Members:

Jutta Weber, Bergstrasse-Odenwald UGGp (Germany), Individual

Member and Catalyst of EGN SDG WG

Elizabeth Silva, GGN Individual member (Portugal)

Mega Fatimah Rosana, Ciletuh - Palabuhanratu UGGp (Indonesia)

Mohammed Boutakyout, M’Goun UGGp (Morocco)

Lulin Wang, Arxan UGGp (P.R. China)

Kana Furusawa , Japanese Geoparks Network & GGN Executive Board

member (Japan)

Marie-Luise Frey, Germany, Individual Member, GGN Executive Board

& UNESCO Global Geopark Council Member
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Our objectives

➢ Strengthening the Agenda 2030 with the 17 SDGs in its overall context 

➢ Communicating the active and supporting role of the UNESCO Global Geoparks, 

their philosophy, operation and daily tasks

➢ Promotion and Visibility of the Geoparks contribution in SDG's implementation

➢ Coordination and collection of information from Working Groups of regional 

UNESCO Global Geopark networks 

➢ Integration of SDGs into existing training formats (Intensive Course on 

Geoparks  Lesvos and China, UNESCO Summer University on Geoparks 

Portugal…)

➢ Regular capacity building for GGN members by SDG workshops

➢ Advice for and support of SDG Workshops of Regional Networks of  the 

UNESCO Global Geoparks
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Perspectives:

Learning more about the SDGs:

Some activities support also more than just one SDG – SDGs are interconnected!
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Summary and 

outlook to Regional 
SDG Workshops 

Prof. Dr. Nickolaos Zouros
President Global Geoparks Network
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Outlook to Regional SDG Workshops 

➢ EGN: 6th March 2024 (Kula Salihli)

➢ APGN: 22th  March 2024

➢ GeoLAC

➢ AUGGN

➢ North American Network
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Outlook

➢ April 2024: SDG Template Tutorials (to be announced)

➢ June 2024: SDG-Follow-up Workshop - status quo of templates

➢ November 2024: SDG-Workshop on results, documentation and 

publication



Workshop on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)   |  05.02.2024

Getting familiar with the Agenda 2030 and its 17 SDGs 

Exchange, discussion and answers to: 

➢ What is the Agenda 2030 and why are the SDGs 
important for the UNESCO Global Geoparks? 

➢ How can the UNESCO Global Geoparks contribute 
to the SDGs? 

➢ What makes the UNESCO Global Geoparks ideal 
model territories for the SDGs? 
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The 17 SDGs do not 
stand alone: 

➢ They are underlined by 
169 targets and 232 
indicators

➢ The targets and indicators 
describe more in detail 
how to contribute to the 
SDGs 

➢ We intend to introduce
the main Targets and 
Indicators to Geopark 
activities

SILVA, Elizabeth. (2021). Ph.D Thesis “The contribution of the European UNESCO Global Geoparks for the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development - a study based on several data sources”, p. 57
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Action Plan 2024/2025: 

Basics & Principles, Tasks & Objectives, Milestones

Publications:

2nd issue of “Geoparks going green”: 
“Sustainable Development Goals & UNESCO
Global Geoparks: From Theory to Action“

Compilation and publication of SDG templates

Looking forward to our further exchange !
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